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MERCHAN- &6 
ISES -OF  POPLHM 
Prieits, 


Laying open to the World, 
how cunningly they cheate and 
abuſe poore-people, with theyr 
falſe, deceitfull, and counterfeit 
Wares, 


Written in French by John Chaſſanien, 
and truly tranſlated into 
Engliſh, 


E84ATV. tf Tt. 3. 

. Fuery one thar thirſteth, come yee to the wa- 
ters, and yec that haue no filuer, come, buy, and 
eate - come (I'{ay) buy wine & Milke, without 
ſiluer, and without Money , Wherefore do you 
lay out filuer, and not for bread 2 and your la- 
bour, without becipg ſatisfied? 
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Printed by lames Roberts. 
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TO- THE RIGHT 
Honorable Sir T homas Bennet, 


Knight, Lord Maior of oft woorthy 
Cittie of London : And to his two vvorſhipfull 


Brethren, Sir i547: R wmmey, and Sir'T homas Xtid- 
dleton, Knights, Sheriffes of the 


lame Cittie. . 
I 


Need not expreſle to 


, the world (right Hono- 
rable & worſhipfull) the 
great care & paines you 
take, for the good go- 
vernment and welfare of 
; this Honourable Cittie: 
the leaſt eye may appa- 
' rantly difcerne it, and your daily endeuours doe 

ſufficiently declare it. VVherefore, ſetting aſide 
\ge needleſſe labour (and praying for your fur- 
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er procceding in the ſame) conſidering the pla- 

of degree you hold , and the trading in Mes- 
chandiſe which you profeſſe: I haueentred into 
ſuch boldneſſe, as to acquzint you with other 
extrauagant Merchants (or rather meere Moun- 
tebancks) that nowe doe vſurpe your laudable 
title inthe world, ſo cooſening , cheating and a- 
buſing poore people with their deccitfull wares, 
| Az as 


The Epillle. 

2s (when at your good leyſures) you have read 
ouer this ſmall diſcourſe , I make no doubt bur 
your ſclues will confeſſe the ſame. I entrear your 
Honour and V Vorſhips, to entertaine my loue 
inthis poore gift, no otherwiſe, then my affeQi- 
on to youdorh deliver it : So ſhallſyou reſt plea- 
ſcd, and my (clfe fully ſatisfied. 


Your Honors and W. orſhips 


to be commaunded, 


——< ARS oe ex a 
DIA IASC A 


A Preface to the Treatiſe of the 


Merchandiſes of Popiſh Prieſts. 
By John Chaſſanion. 


Sitisa thing (of all other) moſt neceſlary , per- 
A fely to know the truth of God, which 1s manife» 

ſted vnto vs in his word, tothe end wee way the 

better follow and conforme our ſelves in life and 
conuerſation thereafter : eucn ſo is it as needfull, to haue 
regard of the abuſes, which are thereto contrary, for our 
better reicing and deteſtation of them. To this endis it, 
that the Prophets and Apoſites giue vs many aduertiſe- 
ments in theyr writings, as alſo our Sauiour Chriſt him- 
ſclte, when he ſaith : Beware of falſe Prophets, which come 
to you im Sheepes clothing , but inwardly they are ranening 
Wolmes : yee ſhall knowe them by their frunes . Why then 
there are falſe Prophets, that cnnningly diſguiſe them- 
ſelugs, vader the ſhaddow and apparance of fimplicitie 


Math.7, 
I5, 16, 


and humilitic : yet rauiſh, rent, deuoure, and conſume all . 


that they can enſnare, ike hunger-ſtarued Wolues, with- 
out eyther regard of God, or the poore ſoules of them, 
which they leade to perdition, ſo much as in them lies. 


And ſuch are their fruites, whereby each one of them 


is to be knowne, For not onely their doctrine is falſe and 
Iycs, but alſo their adminiſtration is peruerſe , and theyr 
lives in like manner. Wherefore all men are to be aducr- 
tiſed, how to keepe themſclues from ſuch abuſers , and 
murdering thieues of mens ſoules, Such were the Pro- 
phers and Sacrificers, whereof 1t is faid by Ieremy . They 
traffique in the Land, and the people perceine it not at all. 
Euen fois 1t in this great Cirty of Babylon , which hath 
extended itfelfe chorow many & ſundry Countries, Cit- 


gaes, Borroughes and Villages, hauing an infinite num+ 
B, ber 


lere, 14. 16, 


AQs,8,10. 


| THE PREFACE, 

ber ofabulions,the moſt groſſeſt and apparant,and exer- 
ciſed by them, who tearme themſclues Church: men : as 
ſhall be in ſome ſort diſcourſed in this Treatiſe, intituled, 
The Merchandiſes of Popiſh Prieftes, in regagde of the 
traffique and Merchandiſing, which they vſga#all times, 
at the diſpence and charges of poore people, vnder pre- 
text and cullour of religion and Pietie, Which is a pro- 
phanation (of all other) molt ſtrange, and almoſt incre- 
dible, if the matcers were not cuery where cuident, & too - 
too common, 

For who would belecue, that there were in the world 
ſuch brazen-faced people as theſe are, to exatt mony in 
ſuch manner, and for things which (they ſay) are holy & 
ſpirituall ? If the cnchaunter Symon, was ſharply reproo- 
ued by the Apoltles, becauſe he imagined the gifts of the 
holy Ghoſt might be bought with money, as 1s declared 
in the Afts of the Apoſtles : howe much more then are 
they to be condemned, who, tearming themſclues to be 
Paſtours of the people, doe expoſe to publique ſale their 
owne proper Sacraments, ſuch as they be, or as they 
would haue them to be ? 

Theyr Malles, is there not a taxation made of chem by 
themſelues? Will they once open the mouth, mooue the 
tongue, the finger or foote, without knowing how much 
they ſhall hauec for theyr labour ? Have they not taxed all 
theyr ations and ceremonies? Doc they not ſell rheyr 


| very prayers and mumblings ? Wherein they arc hike to 


Math, 3,14 the hyppocriticall Scribes and Phariſies , char did eate vp 


poore widdowes houſes, under the cullour of long Prayers, in 
regard whereof our Saviour pronounced a curſſe vpon 
them. Doethey not make a market of theyr Abſolution, 
and of Auriculare confeſſion ? Will they receiue any to 
ſhrife, or confeſsion'(as they call it) without taking mo- 
ney, egges, Cheeſe, or ſome ſuch other wares ? for cuery 
thing is good for them. 

Whereupon, I now call to minde, a pleaſant prettie 
reckoning, which I heard heerctofore, that a pariſh Vi- 


Care 
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care had made him by ſome odd companion of his, whe 


(after he had been confeſſed) faid to his Confeſlour, that 


hee had no money then to giue him, but prayed him to 
accept ofa Hare. The Prieſt made aunſwere , hee was 
well contented, thinking hee had had it there about him, 
whercto the man replyed, he ſhould haue it, ſo ſoone as 
his dogge could catch it, & ſo ariſing from off his knees, 
went away-flouting his Confeſſour, that hee had payed 
him with ſuch currant money. 

And indeede, may they not bluſh with very ſhame,to 
exact money for the place of butiall; which euermore 
appertained freely to the people? Dooth not S. /erome 
reprooue it, in his Queſtions ypon Genelis, in the third 
Toome of his works ? Gregory Biſhop of Rome, dooth 
not healſo condemne it as an exaQion, cuen worſe then 
barbarous and pagane, writing to the Biſhop of Meſſala, 
lib. 4. 7. And to /anuarins Biſhop of Sardinia, Epilt. 5x5, 
hb, 7. Such a ſordid kind of ſale; & moſt prophane, was 
it not interdifted by the Tribarian { ouncell, chap. 16. and 
yet they will alledge their Councels to vs , as thereby to 
value and beare out theyr barterings. 

If they ſay, the workman is worthy of his wages, and, 
that he that ſerues at the Altare, ought alfo to live of the 
Altare : thereto I aunſwer and accord, allowing it for rea- 
ſonable, that euery one ſhould haue , whereby to main- 
ftaine himſclfe honeſtly in his vocation: And that wee 
ought not to binde vp the mouth of the Oxe,that brings 
vs the graine. Butyet, if they be Paſtours of parriſhes, 
they haue the Diſmes, and other good annuall rents,and 
what would they more ? Ought they not with reaſon to 
reſt cotented 2 To demaund, or take (at any time) ought 
elſe beſide (as they doe by way of office) is toointollera- 
ble. Ie isa kind of finne, whereof they that have the 'g0- 
uernment of the Church, ought to be farre from, & not 
to be any way couetous of diſhoneſt gaine, but aunſwe- 
rable to that which Saint Pax/ faith to the Theſſalonians. 

Either their ceremonies and dealings are of God, and 

B 2 accor- 


1,Thef, 3.11 
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according to his word, or elſe they be the innentions of 
men : if they be of God, they are not to be prophaned, 
and made a mart of, If they be of men, andnot of God, 
(as for the moſt part they be) they are meerely vainc, and 
nothing weorth. To fell fuch Nut-ſhells, ( as they are 
$kiIfull enough in) doe they not declare themſclues to 
_ wainſcot-faced, cuen like vnto your common. Ped- 
rs? 

We doethem too much honor, in calling them Mer- 
chants for they ought rather to be termed Mountebanks, 
and impudent deceiuers, who haue no ſhameat all, to 
baftull poore ſample people in this ſore, eſpecially in 
theſe dayes, that deliuers ſo cleere a light ro the world, 


Thoſe which the great Romaine Dragon hath hatched, 


giuen life to, and ſcattered heereand there, to impoyſon 
the whole earth, that make a newe kinde of Sc, and ſay 
they are of the ſocietie of Teſus ( as if all other men were 
ſecluded and excommunicated from them) doe ſhewe 
theinſeluesto be the moſt cunning andcraftie, and the 
ablcſt (beyond all other popilh hypocrites) to colle,ga- 
ther and enrich therſclues. 

| For they will not be rancked with the begging Friers, 
or Wallet-carryers, they muſt have rents and reuenewes 
to liwe at theyr eaſe vppon, as they have already well fur- 
niſhed themſeclues withall, in many places. They will re- 
fuſe an Egge, to hauean Oxe, (as the ſaying is) and will 
accept of no preſent, except it be of good value, And to 
this purpoſe, I will receitean example, which I heard de- 
uered by a Catholique Gentleman of Lorraine (as now 
they vſe toterme themſclues) fimple, and nothing ſuſpi- 
tious of ſuch matters. 

I am not of your Religion (quoth he) neuertheleſſe, 1 
will tell yec an vndoubecd truth concerning the Ieſuits, 
the greateſt hipocritcs,and cunningſt people that can be. 
In teſtemonic whereof, hee reported, that a Gentle» 
man of Lorraine (whom he named)being willing to gra- 
tific ſome merite in a leſuite , which came- often to his 

| koufec,. 
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THE PREFACE. 
houſe : at the firſt time he honeſtlie preſented him with 
apicce of gold, but being by him refuſed , the Gentle 
man offered hima Tunne of wine , whereof likewiſe 
he would makeno acceptance, but ſayd vnto him. Since 
hee ſhewed himſclfe ſo kinde and liberall to him, hee 
would gladly entertaine the gift of a ſilver Challice, if ic 
pleaſed him to be at ſuch coſt with himy. Whereto the 
Gentleman willingly condiſcended , and promiſed hee 
wou!d haue one made for him . Bur the-Ieſuitc tolde 
him, that in no caſe it was to bee made by his appoint- 
ment, but his Colledge was to direc the ſame, according 
as they pleaſed. When the Gentleman ſaw the impu« 
denciec of this Gallant, chat he intended to ſize him at the 
price of a Challice, exceeding the compaſle of his owne 
free purpole : hee grew into diſpleaſure with him, and. 
commaunded him out of his houſe, like a ſaucic knaue 
and ouer-bolde companion. 

The flock of this Fowle, that neſt ſomewhat oeereto 
Pont a+ Mouſſon, and not aſhamed to aske for them- 
ſelues, the Watermilles belonging to that place : vnſati(= 
fied with the great reuenewes, which in very {mall while 
they hauc there gotten together , And which was pub- 
liquely colde(in reproofe) to one of them, who obſerued 
a Catechiſing (after their manner) on Sondayes inthe 
Cittie of « Herz. For when he condemned the couctous 
affetation, after the goods of this world ; one, beeing 
then preſent, out aloude made him this anſwere: Where- 
fore then doe you demaunde the Water-milles of the 
Bridge , if it bchoues not , to bee couctous of worldlic 
riches ? | | 

Bcholde what vnwarping countenances theſe Mer- 
chants haue, becing much more hardie and boldethen 
Harpyes(beyond all other) togripe,'graſpe, and deuoure 

All that they can catch frommen . And in regarde, that 
Twany are ſo dull and blinded in vnderſtanding, that they 
will have no knowledge at all of theſe ſhameleſſe traffic- 
quers and impoltures : the Printer was defirous to make 
knownc, 


# 
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knowne, the whole bulke of ſuch Merchandifes, as they 
have medled withall in generall, by a diſcourſe of obſer- 
nation for abone 46. yeares, to the cnd that euery one 
might take note thereof,and no man pretend ignorance. 
And defiring me to renew the Copic which he had in 
his cuſtodie, I yeclded thereto gladly, and amended ma- 
ny faults eſcaped in the former impreſſion. 

But firſt of all it was mine intent, to place in the for- 
molt ranck and batcalion , the matters moſt deſeruing 
marke in this caſe, and which are (indeede) of greateſt 

importance . Namely, the traftique of the Court of 
Rame, whereof there is not the like in the whole world : 

- forit hath neither brinck nor bottome,, feare nor ſhame, 
but all that comes thence muſt ſauour of gaine . And 
yet I purpoſe not toſet heere downe,as by way of Inuen- 
toric, all the wares of this Prince of Merchants, which be 
ſet to (ale in his broaking Babylon , becauſe they are too 
many, and monſtrous. I will only touch ſome perticu- 
lers, which ſerues as ſmall ſcantlings , whereby to deci- 
pher the reſt of ſuch Merchandiſe. 

For marriage contraRted in the third degree of con- 
ſangnmitie or affinitic , the taxe is 14. Tourn. 3. Duc: 

' 4. Carlines. Now you muſt ynderſtand, that this is bue 
for the diſpenſation, for yet there is a further agreement 
to be made out of the dowrie. 

T hat a Iew may haue a Synagogue in his houſe , the 
taxation is 30. Tourn. 7. Duc: and 6. Carlines, To 
erc anew a Synagogue publiquely , is 60. Tourn. 15, 
Duc: 

Hee that hath not but ſix yeares received the firſt ſha- 
uing of his crowne : payes 9. Tourn, 2. Duc: and 9. 
Carlines. 

For the defeRt of ſome member of the body, the dif- 
pence of the clericall carraRter , and for the foure firlt or- 
ders, is6. Tourn. 2. Duc. A | 

If any haue exerciſed the miniſtring at the Altare, that 
is, either ſaid, or ſung Maſle, and haue adminiltred the 

Sacraments, 
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Sacraments , and becing no Prieſt : hee muſt pay 36. 
Tourn. 9, Duc. 

A parricide is quitted and abſolued, for foure Tourn. 
1. Duc: and 8, Carlines: you muſt note, that the Popes 
make heere better markets of murders , committed on 
the perſons of fathers or mothers,then for the beating on- 
ly of a Clerke or Prieſt. 

Hethat beatesa Clerke or a Prieſt muſt pay 6. Tourn. 
2. Duc. | 

He or ſhe that killes an infant , ſhall pay 4. Tourn.2, 
Puc: 4 Carlines. | 

The woman that hath taken a breuage, to deſtroy the 


fruite in her wombe (Oh deteſtable horrour) ſhall be. | 


abſolued for 4. Tourn. 2. Duc: and 8. Carlines. - 

The woman Sorcerer, Witch, or Enchauntreſſe, mult 
pay. 6. Tourn. and 2. Duc. 

Abſolution for hereſie is graunted , before it be abiu- 
red, for 36. Tourn.and 9. Duc. 

For ſacriledge, theft, fyring of houſes, rauiſhing, per- 
iurie, muſt be payed 36, Tourn. 9. Duc: for cuery one 
of them. 

The abſolution for whoredome \, committed by a 
Clerke, though it be witha Nun, or with any woman of 
his owne kinred : is but to pay 36. Tourn. and 3. Duc. 

If with ſuch whoredome and inceſt , one demaund 
alſo abſolution for Sodamie , althoughit bee coupling 
with ſome beaſt , (Oh moſt horrible execration) to bee 
diſpenſed withall, and haue power to come to his orders 


_ , and to enioy his benefices , hee muſt pay 36. 


ourn. 9. Duc. 
The abſolution for a Nunne, that hath played the 
whore with many, either without, or within her Cloi- 
ſer: to be made capable of the dignities belonging to the 
order , euen if it were to bee the Abbeſſe herſclfe., coſts 
36, Tourn. 9. Duc. KP 
A licence for ereQting Fonts , to Baptiſe children in, 
mult colt 24. Tourn, 6. Duc. | 
| | A licence 
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A-licence to ereQ a Collegiall Church , orelſe to 
change a parochiall Church, coſts 100. Tourn, "s 
But the very greateſt profit , that is to be made inthi 
Faire of Rome , is the cloakings of the Biſhops and 
Archbiſhops thorowe all the provinces of Chriſten- 
dome, Then are there Bulles to be bought, and the cx- 
ation of Annates or firſt fruits : not forgetting (awong 
the reſt) pardons and indulgences, the mercerie whereof 
is no lefſe valuable, then them of Maſles, as may appeare 
by the deciſion of a proceſle, betweene a Prieſt and a 
Shoomaker of Haganan, the recitall whereot is worth 
the hearing, | F- vu 
In the time of Pope Les, there was a certaine Munke 
ſent to ſell his Indulgences thorowe all Germanie, and 
came to the Towne of Haganan, which is about foure 
leagues from S$trasbrowgh, where it fortuned the wife of a 
Shoomaker to buy a pardon , which coſt her a pecce of 
gold, contayning the price of her ſaluation,in this kind of 
aſturance, andalſo to be cxewpted from the fire of pur- 
gatoric, immediatly vpon her deceaffing, and then forthe + 
with to be received into heaven. She dying within ſome 
ſhort while after, her husband' brought her to the grave, 
without any accuſtomed ceremonies vſed at the expiati- 
on of her, by reaſon hee was ſcant well pleaſed, for the 
Crowne ſhe gaue before for the ſaid pardon, T he prieſt 
beeing very angry, that hee hadno profit at all by this in« 
terment: made complaint thereof to the' Magiſtrate a» 
gainſt the Shoowmaker, to be a contemner or deſpiler of 
rel:gion,and one that had no care at all of his wives ſoule. 
The Shoomaker beeing called for, and demaunded why 
he had no-Maſſes of Regwier; ſung or laide for his wives 
ſonle, made aunſwere; that ſhe had no necde thereof, be» 
ing already in Paradiſe. The Magiſtrate a:ked him, howe 
he knew that, and what aſſured teſtimonie he had there- 
of 2 Wherevpon the Shoomaker preſented him with che 
Popes Bull, and deſired that it might be publiquely read. 
Thc Iudge delnicring the Bull to the prielt to read, _ 
| 5 
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hee perceiving thatit was a Jawfull Bull of the Popes: | 
Noode ſome-what amazed thereat, and made refuſall of - 
the reading it, but yet notwithſtanding (in the end) hee 
was enforced to doc it. Aﬀterit was read, the Ivdge and 
the Prieft were both aſhamed, and had not a worde to 
ſpeake againſt it, whereupon the Shoomaker ſaid. Now 
Maiſters, you that are by-ſtanders, fpeake your mindes, 
whether the teſtimoniall which I have of my wines fal- 
uation, be not ſufficiently enough auaileable, and woor- 
thy to be belecued , for ſhee bought it for the price of a 
Crowne. How happens it then, chat our prieſt fayth, 
ſhe hath neede of (I know not how many) Maſſes , for 
| her ſafer deliuerance ? If this Bull be not true, the Pope 
hath beguiled her, & if ſhe be notabuled, then the prieſd 
js molt ſhameleſlc, & offers me too great an iniurie. The 
Iudge and the prieſt, hauing no meanes at all left, where- 
by to aunſwer the Shoomaker, let him departin peace, 
for they durſt not any. way condemne the Popes pars» 
don. Such was the iſſue of this plea , ſerving as an. abſo- 
lute arreſt to ſhew, that the Indulgences of the Romaine 
Biſhops, arc of aunſwerable vertue and efficacie to their 
Maſſes, what difference ſoeuer there be in price, between 


the one and other. 


G OD, who isthe onely ſoueraigne Sheepheard of 
Ifracll, and the true Father of perfeR light, will (of his 
great goodnefſe and mercy) illuminate theyr eyes which 
are yet in darknes,for their better diſcerning between the 
good and falſe Paſtours : to the end,that flying from the 
voyce of theſe ſtrangers, they may ſee & follow the great 
Sheepheard and Biſhop of our ſoules,which is our Lord 
and Sauiour Iclus Chriſt, Amen. 
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The Authors Prologue. 


FH E matter whereof we are new in queition, ts eveu 

| as memorable, and worthy to be knowne, as any other 

that can br ſpoken. off. And ut is a ſubzeft (of it ſelfe ) 

fo facile, cleere & verifiable : that all people may ea- 

fly wnder5tand it, exen lads and young children , in whatſoe= 
wer Lans, Countries, & Seignenries they liue, becauſe there. 

are Merchants im enery ſewerall place , which may make the 

e4/e to carry the better emdence. In briefe, to ſpeake well &5- 

iruly, there is no Sorbomeall difficxltic in this Booke , but 
onely ſome abuſes (too plainly manifefted) are briefely tou- 


| ched,to the end that ( hereafter) exery one: may the better 


beware ef them. eAnd therefore} entreate yee , that it may 
wot be peece-meale read, but with diligence mitrely : for vn- 


 doubteaty, if it be read and well underflood, it may bring an 


eneftimable commoditic to the poore world, and profit incom- 
parable, wnder the grace and fauour of GOD, whoſe 
name bee eterually praiſed and mag- 
nified. Amen. 


The 


The Marr, Market, or Merchan- 
diſes of Popiſh Prieſts. | 
7 HE condition or eſtate of Merchandiſe, for the 


time of this life, beeing ſo neceflarie, as without it 
we cannot well live,is commendable and very be- 
 neficiall, prouided that it bee faithfully entertay- . 

ned. That it is very neceſlary , experience makes appa- 
rant demonſtration : for indeed it is moſt requilite, « 
. the aboundance of one Country, ſhould ſupply & ſup- 
port what is wanting in another. And therfore ſuch per- 
ſons as are laborious, diligent, and induſtrious, are apteſt 
for maintenaunce of publique occaſions : who (without 
cunning, craft, or cauillation) may haucethediſtribucion, 
change, conſeruation, and tranſportation, of divers forts 
of Merchandiſes, from one place to another, according 
to the exigence of time, and neceſsitic of the people. In 
which a&tion, honeſt Merchants are lawfully autho« 
_ Tiſed (like good and faithfull ſeruaunrs tocommon be- 
nefit) moderately to gaine and profit by their Merchan- 
diſcs, for maintenaunce of their eſtates, their peſons and 
families, But yet with this prouifo, that they ſhal trade in 
all honeſtie, without circumuention, and wmixrie to theyy 1 Theſ.4.6, 
 weighbonrs, without crgft or cooſenage in any one deception: 

Pe if they be not found Faithful andintircly nay 
no Merchants, but rather louers of theft, and cloſe pack- 
ah renew {\ [15 is 

or ſame fimilitude of this condition, our Sauiour Te- 
ſus Chriſt; taughe & inflracted his fpllowers,to encreafe, 
maltply, and makeprofit, by the talents and-gytts: of 
God, beeing diſtributed to: eucry. one according to his 
bountie and.good will, ſaying : 7 reffique and profit untill | , , 91 
Icome. Athisreturnc, he puniſhed the wicked & ſloth-  * , 
full ſernaunt, who had not doone his dutie, nor delive- 
red any fruiteof the gift hee had received: giving there« 
by to vnderſtand, that we ought not to be idle, neyther 
ſhould we reccine the gifts of __- in yaine,for otherwiſe 
| z We 


The Merchandiſes 
we can no way eſcape his heauy puniſhments. And it is 
to be vnderſtoode, that hee had -no will to ſpeake in that 
place, as — corporall commerce or traffique : 
For queſtionlefſe, the qualitie or eſtate whereof I ſpeake, 
as in temporall and ciuill matters it is good and honou- 
rable, cucn ſo in caſes ſpirituall, it is curſed and deteſta- 
ble. And therefore S. Pame (in duc reverence to God) 
forbiddeth euery man that would be a Miniſter, anda 
{cruaunt to fpirituall offices, which is the adminiſtration 
of the holy word of G O'D, and the ordinances of Iefus 
Chriſt, ;hat they are not to be hindered by temporall negori- 
ations, or ſecular affarres. And yet notwithſtanding, God 
(in his diſpleaſure) hath permitted, thatinſteed of good 
| Paſtours, and true Miniſters obtheſaid holy word : into 
the Churchthere ſhould intrude: themſeclues, 1 fay not 
onely groſſe and abſurd Merchants, but (that which is 
much worſe) very furious thicues , and inſatiable raue- 

nous Wolues, ; 

- Is not hetobe iudgeda theefe and arrobber, that ſelles 
the things. whith arc none of his owne ? Or that by ſfub« 
tile meanes,in ſiced of gold and filuer felis lead or cop- 
per, whercin, is not the buyer both:cooſened and decei- 
ued? In like manner, longtime haue they , to the great 
detriment of ſoules; the bodies and:goods 'ofpoorepeos 
ple, thus dealt : when in-ſteed of Gods farhfull feruancs; 
thatare to inſtru and:guide tbe poore wor)d the way to 

Iohn,10,7. ſaluation, there haue entred, not by thedvore, which is 

Jeſus Chriſt, falſeImpoſtures; burby violence and other 

Gniſter waies.: And-(as$ant'Peterdayth) Falſe trarbers, 

2:Pct.1.1.2 bringing in ſells of pexdetion,/ renoanring: the" Lord that bath 

bought them, by whom, the may of truth fhall be ewill\[poker 

of. And through conctonſnes ſoall they make - Merchandb/e off 

poore ſmmple people, 9 feigned words . For ſfuchrworkers of 

iniquitic,hauenot forgocten any thing omitted nothing, 

or left ought whatſocuer vnattempted : Whereof ( by 

cautelous inuentions) they hane not made merchandiſe, 
according to their owne will and pleaſure. -—_ 

| cre 
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of Popilh Prieſtes. 

There is no minde, that can comprehend, or tongue 
declare, all the markets of theſe Merchants : but out of 
fo bottormleſſea hell, and out of ſuch a prodigious mul- 
titude, we may touch ſome few poynts, leaving the reft- 
duc to be conſidered, by people of more ſubtile vnder- 
ſtanding. 

The Merchants which we call into queſtion,are won- 
derfull craftie, and haue ſo multiplyed theyr wares and 
workmenſhips, as they havelefrneither Cittie, Towne, 
or Village, Mountaine nor Vallcy,but haue ſtored them 
with commodities out of their ware-houſes. 

Neuer were there any ſo cunning Foxes, for they 
hauc got all things vnder theyr owne grype, and for the 
clenlier carriage of their pratiſes, they giuc it forth : that 
all cheir dealings are exceeding; proficable, indeede, cuc- 
ry way aunſwerable to the falle Queene /ezabel{, who 2.Reg, 9,39 
painted and embelliſhed her face, to ſeeme faire, and to 
ſhun the furie of /h&#. So theſe men , beeing couctous Icrem. 444, 
of glory, auaricious Merchants , cloke their bchauiour, 
by aynbucing to them(ſelues, what belongeth onely to 
GOD : as iuſtice, vertue, wifedome, ys, , mercie, 
remiſſion of ſinnes, hauing alwaics in their mouthes, 
Lord God, thanks be ro God, i the name of God, the 
authoritie of God,of Saint Pzter,and of Saint Pax/c,&c: 
Behold their cunning, the outward painting of theyr 
hipocriſie, for otherwiſe they know well enough, that 
they could not hold out with any eſtceme, but their pri- 
uie packing would very ſoone come to ruine. 

They have a deepe reach in theyr merchandiſing, and 
commonly doe diſguiſe cthem(clues, hauing theyr heads 
ſhaucn ouer almoſt, 'or theyr crownes at the leaſt : be» 
cauſe.it is written, That no man may buy and ſell bke them, Apoc.13.17 
ſaxe he that hath the name, or the marke of the beast. 

.: Tbeytraffique, mart, ſell, reſell, they chop, change, 
andrechange; by whole fale, or many matters together : 
they haue theyr Broakers, their fardle-bearers of benefi» 
ces, and cucry one enltruts another in theyr trade and 

C3 occupation. 
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The Merchandiſes 
occupation.” 


Theyr times for traffique is alwaies ready, and yet ne- 
uertheleſſe, they have great & eſpeciall Mart or Faires, 
according to the time and ſcalon , cheefely againſt the 
dayes of gh Feaſtes, quite oppoſite and contrarie to all 
other trading Merchants. When Eaſter, Pentecoſfte, 
All Saints, Chriſtmafle, and ſuch dayes (as they them» 
ſclues haue appointed) doe come, all other Merchants 


| (but they) ceaſle from commercing. For there is no tra« 


ding or Merchandiſing , but they can cauſe it to ceaſſe 
when they pleaſe: tothe end , that themſclues only may 
make theyr commoditie, and euery one may cometo do 
homage to them, becauſe this ſerues not a little to theyr 
aduantage. 

Heereof (in our time) we haue ſcene a meruailous ex+ 
ample to this purpoſe, to wit, the generall Groiſade, 
which was publiſhed almoſt thorowe the whole world, 
and (G O D knowes) by what meanes, vpon what ſu 
poſition, by what compaR, or by what expeditioners in 
ſuch matters, the ſame was carried. They would com- 
pell all ſuch as they pleaſed, to obey theyr defires, they 
would curſe and excommunicate all them, that any way 
contradied theyr lyes and abuſes, and yet who knowes 
hetherto, whereto it tended ? A greater Mart or market 
was neuer ſeene, Hell and Paradiſe were ſet wide open, 
to thruſt in, or take out whomſoeuer they pleaſed : but 
yetit could not be without ſome great gift or preſent, 
for wanting that ſtring, thoſe Gallants could not make 
any Maſique. | (3:0 4 

Te was, and is Jawfull for them, to make Feſtinals , a+ 


ſemblies, and proceſfions, altogether after theyr wil and 


ordinaunce, none dare be (o hardie, as to gaineſay them. 


"They may lay hands or holdfaſt, vpon linnen, vvollen, 


thred, Beefes, Muttoos, golde, or filuer, af thinges vvill 

ſcrue for their expences : yea, to ſwagyer, be dronke, & 

play (I dare notfay the wine for tiothing may be'cal> 
n 
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of Popiſh Prieftes, 
And to ſpeake vprightly, theſe honeſt Merchants are 
very different from all other : for you ſhall not ſce them 
at any time, to be difcontented with their commodities 2 
ſome, likes of cloth , other, hides of beaſtes, ſome, ac- 
cept of filkes, others, mettals, and others, if be bue 
bread and wine. All is wetcorne, all is ferapt together, & 
all chings have good vent with them - It is a world to ſee, 
that in cheyr dealings, nothang eſcapes, whereof they can 
not make vſc at theyr owne pleaſure: be it men or vvo- 
men, young children, cither borne or vnborne : be it the 
bodies, the foules and ſpirits of the liuing,or of the dead: 
be it goods viſible, or inviſible : be it heaven , earth, or 
hell : be it viteailes, be it dayes or times: beit marriage 
garments, ſhauings, annointings : be it Bulls, pardons, 
indulgences, remiſſion of fins : be it bonies, other reliques, 
or rogatiues,cxpeRatiues, diſpenfations,exemptions : be 
it Sacraments & holy workes of God: be it bread, wine, 
oyle,Flax,milk, butter, cheeſe, water, ſalt, fire, fumigati- 
ons, ceremonies, ſca{ings, ſongs, melodies, wood, Zone, 
fellowſhips, inventions, traditions, lawes, impoſtures, & 
a numberlefie bead-roule of ſuch things, whereby they 
are meruailouſly well skild in getting mony : and wher- 
by the poore people are ſo pared, haled from, and fo ea- 
ten vp, yea, and ſo thruſt further off from God, day by 
day, as it would ſeeme impoſſible for men to belecne it. 
And who euer once thoughe of theſe their preſump- 
tions, when building ſolie vpon their ſubtilties,they hauc 
focheated the people, as to make them kiſle a trencher, 
or a plate of gold, ſiJaer, or lead , which they name the 
Platine, ſometimes the toppes of their their 
very nailes, certaine bones of the dead, which they call 
Reliques, and yet not without gifts and preſents? 
I leave the kiſling the foote of the great Merchant of all, 
for neuer was the kiſſing of Thass [A 
foote-kiſing is, or the baſe fingers of theſe companions. 
By ſuch effeminate Merchants, is the worde of truth 
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their falſe & baſtard deuiſes,are in all places exalted,pros 
nounced and publiſhed,and yet not without a very deere 
fale: for never were the words of an Aduocate, Attur- 
ney, Oratour or Phiſitian at ſo deere a rate, as are the 
ſpeeches of theſe ſuppoſed Patriarches, Tt is high time 
that the great Shecpheard, our Saujour and Redeemer, 
who hath bought vs with his blood, and not with gold, ſiluer, 
or other corrutible things, would powerfully caſt foorth 
theſe cloaked thieues, Merchants,cunning changers and 
abuſers, that traffique inthe Temple of God, asſome- 
times he did in that at Ieruſalem, & when his good plea- 
ſure is, by the vertue of the ſpirit , the ſword of his holic 
word, to perfc ſuch a needfull worke, = h 

Alas, when will it be, that wee ſhall ſeeaccompliſhed, 
what God promiſed by his Prophet Zachariab, ſaying : 
In that day there ſpall be no more Merchants in the houſe of 
God onr Lord. Oh what counterfeit faces would theſe 
craftic Merchants make, when they could haue no lon- 
ger ſale of their idle workes and deviſes? According as it 
1s written, The Merchants of the earth ſhall weepe and (4- 
ment, for no max buyeth their wares any more , And even 
according to the very letter is it thus ſaide, concerning 
thoſe kind of Merchants whereof we now ſpeake. Hap- 
pie are, and ſhall be they, that may ſee this time, and a 
day ſo much defired, for vndoubtedly it is very wonder- 
full, that the world can endure an oppreſsion ſo horrible 
and outragious: becauſe there is no defolation vponthe 
earth, which hath not enſued by theſe dreadfull and fal- 
lacious Merchants. 

Now, although their condition be ſo admirable, as it 
151mpoſlible at full to make deſcription thereof : yet may 
their cunning ſleights, and tricks of pollicie be fomwhat 
fouched, for their praRtiſes are more queint and dexteri- 
ous, then in raſh appearance they doe ſeeme to be. 

Is it not an extraordinarie aptitude, to (c}] well and in 
ſelling, tobe well payd, and that the buyer (finally) ſhall 
haue nothing at all, but the mcere ſight of his vvares ? 

| Maifter 


of Popiſh Prieſtes. 
Maiſter Gown could hardly doe ſo much, and yet theſe 
fellowes paſle carrantly with it, That it is too apparant, 
eucry eye may behold : but they will not ſee it , fo much 
arethey hood-winckt, blindfolded , & beaſtly beguiled 
by the world, | 

Among honeſt and true dealing Merchants,it was ne- 
uer noated, that they ſold nothing but the ſight of theyr 
wares : for they vſe to ſay in theyr vſuall language : The 
ſight ſhall coſt ye nothing, But theſe men , like to Iug- 
lers or Mummers, are deeply skild in this kinde of dea- 
ling, and know very readily, to (ell, & reſell the ſole ſight 
of their trumpery. And what I ſay, is beſt knowne to 

ood Citties or Townes, where, if any one be called to 
G O D by death : preſently theſe Merchants enter into 
theyr demaunds. If for bringing the body to the graue, 
you will haue the faireſt cloth, the middlemoſt, or the 
worſt of all: likewiſe, for the richeſt Croſle, or the mea- 
ner, & according to the choiſe,the price is made. Wher- 
in poore people are too much abuſed, for the whole caſe 
beeing conſidered well, as much for the dead, as for the 
buyer, the one values as much as the other doth. For the 
dead it is moſt certaine, though it may be cafily knowne 
how to couer him, the beautic of the cloth neither keeps 
bim from cold or ſweat, or any way moues him to gricfe 
or ſorrow. Butxt is notorious in the fooliſh Buyer , for 
although he knowes he muſt pay well, yet hee carries a- 
way nothing but the very fi be , and as much muſt be 
made the next day for another. Thus theſe Maiſter- 
poulers are well experienced, in diſplaying and ſhewing 
their ablencs and ſufficiencie , to fs all alike in theyr 
ſight-wares and ihadowes,themſclues cating the kernels, 
while others feede vpon the ſhelles, 

Moreouex, is it not a moſt nimble kind of knowledge, 
to ſell the Merchandiſe the dearer, according to the ſorts 
of habillements, wherwith the Merchant is accuſtomed, 
the Merchandiſe it ſelfe beeing not one iotcthe better ? 
Such things could neycr be ſeene in other Merchants, & 
| D, yet 
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The Merchandiſes 
yet theſe doe it without contradiftion,-or any body ma- 
king account or eſtimation thereof. . | 

The Maſle of a Channon, is it not much deerer then 
thatof a Vicare ? of an Abbot, then ofa Munke? of a 
Biſhop, then of a Deane ? and ſo in other degrees? And 
yet they them(claes ſay, that the Maſle of a wicked man, 
anailes and yalues as much,as of any other, & ſo indeede 
we verily belecue, Wherfore I would demaund of them, 
what is the reaſon, that of one merchandiſe, there ſhould 
be ſuch a diverſitic of prices? And they can make no 0< 
ther aunſwere, but onely for the diverſitie of the gar- 
ments : wherein they altogether reſemble a Baude , that 
ſelles turpitude for more or lefle, according to her Mini- 
ons varieric in habits. 

Theſe great Larrons, may eafily content themſclues, 
when I handle them fo gentlie, as to compare them one- 
ly but to an adulterous Baude, and doe not rather reſem- 
ble them to the traytour /xdas, as one of theyr owne 
Bookes doth, called Stella clericorum, where then good- 
he title is ſet downe in this manner. mi Hiſſam celebrat 


Stella cleri- pro pecuma, videtur mihu dicere cum proditore Juda : Omid 


Corum. 


wwultts mhi dave, et ego yobis ennm tradarm ? Which is thus 
Engliſhed, Hee that celebrates 4 « Ml aſſe for money, it ap- 
peares to me that he may /ay with the Traytor Tudas : What 
wll yee gine mee, and I will deliner buys wnto you? Are not 
theſe terrible Merchanes. that make a mart of their God ? 
They {cl] both God & deuill, nothing can eſcape them : 
they coniure, they charme the time, haile and tewpeſt 
they make waters ſalt and ſower : in briefe, they grinde 
euery one of theyr things more fine then Muſtard. 

| Isit not a notable picce of cunning, to ſell one piece of 
merchandiſe to many perſons, all at an offer, in one 
boure, nay in one very inſtant: yet no one to conceiue 
or know ought of another, and yet to receiue' money of 
them all, and at an intire payment? The Angels of the 
Market-place, called the Greme at Parr, as they there call 
them, who are common Portcrs, and carry Billers and 
| Faggors, 


of Popith Prieftes. 
Faggets, as vile and bad as they be , they (poore ſlaves) 
attaine to no ſuch riches, but theſe men can doe it well ce» 
nough, and yet without any meruaile at all : for, thatie 
mult needes be (o, they are not onely Angels, but eucn 
Gods alſo, by their owne ſaying, and demie Gods, great 
Gods, and little Gods, creating whatſoever they bſt in 
heauen, carth, or hell. And therefore they may, as hath 
beene aide, very calily at one inſtant, to many different 
people ſell their merchandiſes, how and after what mans 
ner they pleaſe, for the fineſt ſleights doe paſle the cur» 
ranteſt, and practiſe (by proofe) doth plainely declare it. 
Namely, when there is any. great throng or multitude, as 
about the Kings Court, or fome ſuch like aſſembly : for 
the more refort, gives greater grace to the carriage ofthe 
practiſe, but beyond all the reſt, when the Merchant is 
made account of, and can ducke lowe with his head, or 
elſe writhe himſelfeſmoothly,or croutch a tone ſide,and 
deliver the ſpruceſt and neateſt behauiour : as for exam- 
ple. Some Scigneur comes tothe Couecnt of the Tacos 
bines, or Fryer Minorites, the one becing as good as the 
other,and there demaunds for a Maſſe. Yes forſooth fir, 
ye ſhall haue it. Another comes and deſires the like :and 
then another yes forſooth Sir. So fora third ; and athird 
yes forſooth Sir : and conſequently, come ſo many as 
will, none ſhall be refuſed : then ſhall ye ſeethe hanſome = 
Gallant come that diſpatches them all together. My 
faire Lords depart contented, the Merchant is paid and 
repaide, each one ſcuerally ſmiling , as well the ſeller as 
the buyer. Is not heere quicke commoditie? Is not this 
bleſſed bargaining? Their ware-houfes are well filled 
with theſe Merchandiſes, and theſe they call Sa/ted X1a/- 
ſes, God (of his goodnefle) ſoone diftemper and voſca- 
ſon chem...» 7, - of © 01 
hey are.certainly fo nimble and ready , as one can 
hardly bedo ready for them. Among other things, they 
are (well neere all of them) Merchants of Waxe : but yet 
wm the world, ye ſhall not finde an! Apothecaric or mw 
"is 215488 D 2 fracer, 
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The Merchandiſes 
trader, thatin this kinde of working can goe beyond 
them. Some poore filly ſoule , or (if you pleaſe) terme 
him a deuout honeſt foole, he comes into the Church, & 
fa\tens a faire waxe light vppon apiller, My Merchane 
that is alwaies at hand hel purpoſe, ſees it, takes it, & 
(for the priceit coſt) ſells it co another preſently ,' that 
comes and faſtens it to- the fame place againe within a 
ſhort while after. My Merchant failes not to keepe his 
watch, takes, ſells, and returnes the ſame candle many 
many times, without any ceaſſing, for diuers dayes roge- 
ther. Muſt not theſe ready. traders be very ſoone rich, 
that haue (as ye ſee) both money & merchandiſe againe, 
and no doubts or delayes between the intermns ? 
A little waxe brings them in great gaines,be they great 
Merchants, or of meaner degree, for all doc commonlic 
make vſe thereof: the poorer ſort ſell it ready made in 
Candles, bur they that deale in groſſe, ſellit by whole 
lumpes made faſt to paper, or the labels of Parchmene;, 
which extends foorth benefit to all the meaneſt officers, 
as the Sealers, Copiers, Pettifoggers, vnder-Scribes, Se- 
cretaries to Abbics, Biſhops, Archbiſhops, and Cardi- 
nalls,” 
| Thegreat Cailiffe, I meane the graund Prouoſtof all 
Cliff was theſe Merchants, who is the molt fubrileſt of them all: 
the greaa he holdsa Banck for all Nations whatſocuer , and curi- 
Pontifex, ouſly conuerteth lead into gold. Neuer was ſuch Alchi- 
ſucceflor of rmiſtrie ſeene vpon the face of the earth, that hee and his, 
MahomeD (;n meere leade) ſhould finde out fuch a rare veine of 
E2yPt- gold, which P.vorme:s the honeſt Merchant (in his wri- 
tings hath not concealed) for _ writes _ Dicunt = 
#1, quod Nuncy Pape non ſunt de aurati, ſed plumbat: : [c 
oj rags an /0 OG etc dic de awrati : bd dant phim- = 
prima primi þ- Sg ; 
de election, 61m, et reportant.aurum : which is thus : Some fay, that 
in glof. pri- the Meſſengers of the Pope are not golden', but rather lea- 
wainli. Jen: but yet 1 may ſay to thee, they are golden, for they gine 
lead, and carry away gold. This they call a labour with 
bodily caſe, and toſuch labourers, all things are =— 
merc 


Popiſh Prieſtes. 
Mertbandiſe, or meere tobberie: and yet the better to 

couer the cauſe,they giue ita molt holie name, The Hat- 

making of Rome , But although it beno making of Hats, The Hat- 
yeelam fure itis (atleaſt) the ſelling of Hats, and ne- makers of 
uer was there any Hat-maker , that ſolde his Hats at ſo Rome. 
dearcarate, for according to the couller, the price is 

made. | | 

If they be red, then they are very deare, alſo, one may 

the better doo his buſines by one of that couller : wit- 

neſle Chriftopher ae Forlinwo, entitled with «174 c241 : the 
Spaniard de eFngelis, with his great corde about him, &c 

enany other which Lneedenot name , for all the world 

knowes them well enough,And when theſe honeſt buy- 

ers are (by the great Hat-maker) thus coiſed and accou- 

red with ſuch red Hates: then they goe from Cittie to 

Cittic, from place to place, but eſpecially to the Courts 

of Kings and Princes, to make their ſhewes, and ſtaule 

out their Merchandiſes , or (it may bee) to pradtiſe for 

ſome other bootie , for this red Hat is full of great ver- 

euc, to him that rightly knowes it. ' 

}.: Firſt of all, ſo foone as any-3s.coucred with it, it is law- 

full for bim to doo any thing, taholde ſo many beneft- 

ces 35 he can lay holde on ,,bee they (as themſclnes vie to = 
rearmeit) compatible or incompatible, great or lutle, - all 

will make the pot ſeeth. Secondly, be his enfraunchiſed 

from Annates, that is to fay, for any benefice that be can 

catch, he owes no dutie to vacancie,, being. now become 

graund practitioner . Thirdly, heis icin the way, 

and very neere, to be himſelfe the great Hat-makcer, and 
ſaucraigne Marchant of all ; are hot theſe goodlie pri- 
tothe ae Fawn, hn gofed 

-,, Aﬀterthe theſe, EOmſe The Bon- 
other Bonnetters,-and made themſclues (at the leaſt) —— 
Mahal IR a on we very well, Sorbonne. 
at the expences of the buyers, and yet the poore buyers 

arc ſo ſottiſh and ſenceleſſe, as they will run and ſweate, 

(yea ,,n9 price {ball binds, them). along the dagling 
wil 3 cets 


Platinas. 


Queftio. 


Pregnans, 


The Merchandiſes 
ſtreetes of Paris, to ſuch 'as keepe theſe robes molding, 
contending who ſhal hane the firſt,che ſecond, the third, 
fourth, &c. Notwithſtanding , the one cofts as much as 
the other. For the hauing or not having of ſuch a biggin 
(a bonnet I would fay) makes nota man the more or 
leſſe wiſe : 1 referre my fclfe heerein , co my Maiſters of 
Sorbonne, imagining , that they doo not yet forget their 
hoſtlie lirripup , that is to ſay , their bonnets and 
oodes. 

Now I am in very carefull thoughts, about a caſe new 
enough,though ithappened heeretofore : and I entreate 
all you that readc this prefent Treatiſe , to reſolue mee 
therein if you can”. Ir is concerning a Merchant , that 
ſupplycd the place at Rome of the great Merchant , for, 
as Platina writs in his booke of the lines of the Popes: 
lohn the viij. of that name ; the Cvi. Pope (but indeede 
Tone, for ſhe was a woman) held-and pofieſled the ſeate 

picall, twoyeares; one month, and foure dayes, at 
the end of which time, and ſhe being Pope (at leaſt, that 
1 may not lyc, Papeſle) ſhee was delivered of ayoung 
Popeling . I would knowe then , whether ſhe were elc- 
vated Vie Spiritus ſantti.; and if her Merchandife wereſo 
good and lawfoll , to be allowed as.a mans . Alſo when 
ſhe gaue any abſolution, or it was giuen to her : or ſolde 
any Croſle, any Miter, or Hat or when ſhe created any 
Biſhop, Prieſt or Deacon , how all theſe matters ſtood 
m force ? Item , what then became of the Sacerdotall 
carraQer ? and many orher things, whereof (at this time) 
] am content to be filent. If fou know what to ſay,] pray 
yee anſwere as for myſelfe, 1 can gather nothing by it, 
bue that it was very pleaſant and gallant. - IG 

Wherefore now T'returne ts:my Merchants againe, 
of whom (in ſooth} there are foie more cunning then 
others, and yer-all but comes to the cleanlines of the Kit- 
chin. For although in Fraunce , in Piccardie and Nor- 
mandie they are maruailous expert : yet are they — 
cotpparable to theſe ,' nor are orien? 

(+4, $ «A they 
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they. of the countries of Zentflonge , and of Tow ane, 
where (after Chriſt-maſle).to. the day which they call 
Candle-maſle , this is their cuſtome . Every time that 
theſe Merchants doo ſing their Ve/pres or euen-long, 
when they come to a certaine Antheme, which they call 


De fruttu,; they looke about abous to eſpye, ſome truite- The fruQtif- 


full bodie : fruitfpll I meane, by ſuth a one, whoſe purſle 


is well furniſhed, before whom they make manie ducks; (Fu. 


curtelies, and ſcraping of caluiſh legges,ond then kneele 
downe to begin De frufiu . The poore ſimplician, ho« 
neſilie ſings with them after-their manner. , fruithully 
dropping what they defire ::in all which trme , my Mer- 
chants tickle it with chaunting and quauering, till they 
fall from deſcanting, to drye laughing, ſupping and bp- 
ping the merier afterward, for this fruitfull Even-ſong. 
God knowes how many they ſcruc in this manner, and 
how thefe fruftifying Merchants; bring all the fruite- 
fulnes and profit to-their owne tables. The Merchants 
doo ſpeed well enough; though it turnes tothe loſſeof 
the new-made ſinger , whom they gull and begwle in 
ſuch ſort., that he thinks himſclfe highlie prizedand ho- 
nored, Thus can theſe delicate: Merchants vitertheir 
paltrie wares, and get in fruites enow for their owne fat-. 
ting , at other mens charges, making them ſing away 
their gold and filuer in this manner, vnder thecloke of 
comfort and con(olation: Oh excellent fruiterers. © 
Moreover, their ſinguler dexteritie is well declared, 
when (by a matter of nothing)they-haue frutified & at- 
tained to fo great goods, as they hauevſurped & gotten 
(almoſt) the whole riches ofthe land, yea, very neerc of 
the whole world: as Kingdomes, Dukedomes, Coun- 
tics, Principalities, Vidames, Baronries, Cities, Serigneu- 
ries, rents, heritages, houſes, vineyards, poſleflions, and 
all that one can ſpeake of . In troth, Iam aſhamedto 
thinke, how they haue ſwallowed vp, and devoured: 
they have difinherited Kings and Princes, Lords, Mer- 
chants, Burgeiſes, and other people of good eſtates, by 
hauing 


The Merchandiſes : 
having cunningly playd the hipocrites, even ih the be? 
ginning of their hipocrifie,'when they were then poore 
and coretched enough . Bue now they are forichand 
powerfull, that preforce they detaine all, and rather 
would they, that heauen, earth , the Sea, andall contai- 
nedin them , ſhould bee confounded and waſted toge- 
cher,thea any ing whatſoeuer ſhould eſcape them. And 
therefore they raifc and ſtirre vp warres, debates, noiſes, 
perturbations : they burne, they kill, they perſecute,they 
1mpriſon and expulſe' (to their vttermoſt power) all that 
dare contradiQ their doings.. Of bookes or holy writ, 
they hauc no neede to maintaine their cauſe by : but ra- 
ther ſupport itby force , euen as thicues and murderers 
doe, for nothing cls but power,reewaines for them to re- 
fiſt cruth withall. 

Ohgreedie Woolues, infatiable Woolues , that have 
ſpared nothing whereon your pawes could be faſtened: 
howe well did Saint Pax ſpeakeof you, when hee ſet - 


" Afts.20.29 downe his mindein this manner. / kyowe this, that after 


1.Tim.3.  # departing, ſhall ranenons Wolues emter in among you, not 
Ezcch.38, ſparing the flocke. Of ſuch Merchants, many other pla- 
2.Pct. 2 ces doe ſpeake ſufficient, as 1, Timothie,in Ezechiel), & 


| lude. 2, diuters beſide. 


If there be any yome concerning iniquitie among 
Merchants(I dare fay)was neuer ſcene the like : for good 
and honeſt Merchants m_ onely their Merchandiſes, 
expoling them atand for a certaine price, to whomſoe- 
uer pleaſe, and no-one is compeld to buy or take them. 
But theſe iolly fellowes deale farre otherwiſe ; for rudely 
they conſtraine the world, and well pleaſed, or ill plea- 
ſed, all mult paſſe through their cruel] hands , and com- 
p_ without any reſpite: their wares muſt bee 
ought according to their owne will, for otherwiſe, hee 
1s an hereticke approoued, and if he have no money, he 
muſt make meanes for ſome (how hard or lamentableſo 
euer it be with him) for there is no dwelling on delayes 

with them. | . 
$ 
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Ts not this a pittifull caſe, a poore man lying a dying, 1,Tim,s,z. 


charged with a wife and children, and ſo wotul 1s the m1- 
ſerie,as 1n meere iuftice it deſeructh mercy, and almes to 
be given the comfortlefle widdow , to relieue both her- 
felfe and her family 2 But how deales theſe inhumane and 
crucll Merchants with her? In ſted of charitable proui- 
ding for her, they come to make her much more poorer, 
and (be it by right or wrong) they muſt have what they 
demaund: bread, wine, offerings,candles,oxe or cow.gar- 
ments,or bedding, both meate avd money 3 and all theſe 
they graſpe vpon,vnder the ſhadow of Requiem, De pro- 
funds and Libera, And incewe arc entred this impore 
tant buſines, who ever heard of fuch wickednelle among 
Merchants, as theſe men vſe? Publiquely,and without a» 
ny bluſhing or ſhame, they ſel] juſt nothing , or eclſcſell 
to men,tha!(which by right)is their own, nay that which 
is far worſe,they {ll one & the ſane thing aboue a thou- 
fand times. 

_ Letthe bells of the Monaſteries aunſwer me,who cau- 
fed them to be made? to whom doe they belong? And 
yet hauc not theſe falle Merchants made infinite profit 
of them ? In like manner, the ground in the Church, or 
in the Church-yard, whoſe is it? whence came it? wbat, 
is it their owne paternal! inheritance ? vadoubtedly no- 
thing ſo, bur appertaineth to the people & pariſhioners. 
Lee mee aske of them then, whence growes ſuch an au- 
daciouſnes in them, as to ſell the very ſound of the bells, 
which they never procured to be made, neither yet take 
paines to make thE ſound ? no no, they are more delicate 
Minſtrels. Or how dare they ſcll and reſell the ground, 
where they have nothing to doe. Indeede, according to 
their accuſtomed fathion, they make it a deere carth,that 


ſo many times is vniuſtly paid for, & yet is daily to begin De ſepulty- 
againe. They will aunſwer me {and that I very well per- ris ctrapinis, 
ceive) that it is the right of their Church, wherein I will Propnic 

eaſily yeeld vnto them: for properly , the right of theyr { 0 09: 


Church, is, to pill, poule,rob and reaue,which neuer was 
E, vlcd 


— Os gr es I __ 


Cananzus 
ct Negotla- 
tor 1dem, 


Gene,23.11 


The Merchandiſes 
vſed in the Church of Ieſus Chriſt, and therefore confi. 
der(poore beguiled people)of what ſort ſuch Merchants 
as theſe are. Ieſus Chnſt commandeth, giuefor nothing, 
ſuch things as hee hath giuen : but theſe Merchants in 
oroſle outrages, cannot traffick ſo, but apparantly ſhewe 
heerein,chat they hauc nothing in common with Chriſt, 
Nay,they dexlare alſo,that they are worſe then the Cana- 
nites were, when good Sara tooke her reſt in God : for 
they would take nothing of Abrahams for the right of bu« 
ria}. But he (who before the death of his wife,neuer poſ- 
ſefled a foote of land) deſired to haue ſome right there- 
in : thereby prefiguring, that one day (according to the 
promiſe dwine) it ſhould be wholy his, and would needs 
giue money to Ephron, the ſonne of Zohex, for a certaine 
poſleſsion,where a Sepulcher was in an open field, which 

olleſsion was entirely giuen him , and adiudged an in- 
[oieince.wich the vſuall fruits of the trees therein grow- 
ing. And therforc it is moſt certaine,that this poore hea» 
then man, would not take money of a Abraham for ad 
thing at all, but gauc bima faire inheritance : which theſe 
goodly Merchants will not affoord to poore people, for 

(without ceaſing) they take money forcibly, and yetit is 
not knowne wherefore. 

As a paſtime (ſometimes) we may behold, the labour 
of theſe diſguiſed counterfeits, even openly fighting as 
it were together, to haue the dead body of man or wo- 
man. The gray Fryers quarrelling againſt other gray 
Fryers: the Franciſcans againſt the Dominicans: the Au- 
guſtines againſt the Carmelites: Blacke Friers againſt 
white : Mendicants againſt Capuchines : Prieſts againſt 


Munks : Vicars againſt Channons , and ſuch a fort be- 


ſide of this kennell, as one may chaſe them away like Ra- 
vens and Vultures. That which 1 fay is too manifeſt,and 
yet men cannot conceit , by what ſpirittheſe Merchants 
are thus tranſported, or what moues them ſo ſhameleſly 
to run like dogs after a pray, like Maſtiues after carrion : 
bu onely a delire to maintaine their fat ms; theyr 

icenti» 
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licentiouſnes;or as they ſay,cheir eſtate,that is to ſay,their 


gourmandiſe and kitchin fare, for to other matters they 
giuc but little regard, 

And herehence enſues it , that when any queſtion ari- 
ſeth of a benefice, they vſually enquire,of what reuencws 
it is how much it is worth,how much it will yeeld, what 
compaſle it containes, how much it extends vppon the 
place, what profits ariſe vnto the Church : as by Baptiſ- 
mes,mariages, offerings, kiſſing the fingers, luminaries, 
obligations, pilgrimages : or if there be any terrible Saint, 
to raiſe a terrour, and (aboue all) if it be able to compell 
the people, or lay any taxation vpon them, by ortua- 
rics,interrements,legats, annigerſaries, & ſuch pretty in- 
uentions impoſed vpon the people, And hereto the La- 
tine prouerbe agrees very well , »41 owes, 3b: pelles, that is 
to lay, /f they get the flockg,they will hawe the fleece to,which 
1s euidently to be diſcerned by their pouling & ſhaving. 
And in this caſe they are all of one occupation,not expe» 
rienced in any trade els,ſo well as in this,to clip, cut, and 

pull from the poore flocke : I meane the poore people, 
- whom they clip cloſe to the skin,deuoure, and pierce fo 
neere,as they ſuck forth the very blood and ſweat, and by 
this rapine they will jolIihe maintaine themſclues, cucry 
one ſees it, but none knowes how to helpe it, 

What meane ye,you noble & vertuous Princes, Lords, 
Ladies and others, that you haue no regard at all to theſe 
. Merchants? Although their height of pride wil not per- 

mit, that you may oe into their dealings: you haue au- 
thoritic ouer them,will they or not, and it appertaines to 


you & no other, to chaiſe, corrett, and reprooue the great Rom, 13,4; 


excelle of ſuch thieues. Doe (o then, lea(t it ſhould be ve- 


rified of you , that which the Prophet E/ay ſaid : Such Eſay,1,235 


Princes are Infidels, and companions of thiewes . But rather 


Vbi oues, 


i1bi [aDas 


in the preſence of the living God, of whom you beare Elohim, 


the name, and who hath giuen you the power of the 
ſword, to vſe it to his honor : that you ſhould defend in- 
noccnts,and puniſh all malefators ; be found faithful & 

2, wſt, 
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tuſt, readic to all good, and reſiſting againſt all eulll,even 
to your vitermolt power, in regard of the cauſes good- 
nes, for to you-hath God committed it, and he onely can 
exalt or depriue yee,both of life heere, and that to comet 
for you may be well aſſured, that if you labour to honor 
him, he will honour you, if you cxalt his truth, hee will 
exalt you forit, . 

By wiſedome doth Kings raigne, and Princes decree oy or- 
der iftice : and the contempt of the diuine wiſedome, is 
the cauſe of all cuills, both vpon Kings, Princes, Nobles, 
countries & nations, as may be apparantly noted in Pa- 
wid , Salomon, Exechias, Rechab, CManaſſes and others. 
For no man ought to be affraide, in aduauncing the ho- 
nor of God, asthe fillic Zedekiah was , dreading more 
the Princes of Iuda and Icrufalem, then the living God, 
and giving no credit to the councell of good /creme, 
Which Zedechiah loone after found(nevertheleſlc)to be 
notrue, euen all that the Prophet had ſaid vnto him, 
and ſo became deprived of the good which he had pro« 
poſed to him. For it is not in the power of men, to bee- 
reaue Kings of their Crownes , but it appertaineth to 
God only,who transferreth Kingdomes as himſclfe plea» 


| ſeth: if then he ſtand fer you,who ſhall be againſt you? 


Oh that you were fo prompt and vigilant, to cauſe & 
procure the honor of God, as theſe couetous Merchants 
are readie and dilhgent, in following their affatres , nar- 
rowle looking that nothing may eſcape them: Oh then 
It were a happie caſe, and all would goe well. 

Of their ſtudie and dilligence we neede not to ſpeake, 
encrie one ſees 1t , they have an hundred eyes euermore 


watching, even as the Cat doth for the Mice : never did 


Argus or lanus Jooke more perſeftly , both before & be- 
hind them,there they doe. If the bells ſound in any place 
(as themſelues fay} then theſe nimble gallants ſtirre and 


run for-an Obit : but God knowes it is for no meane 
rouender. 


It tie Maiſter or Miſtreſle of any houſe be fick (pro- 
| uidc 
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vided they haue any riches at all , for of poore beggers 
there is no reckoning) and that there be anylikely-hood 
of death : theſe Merchants are not long abſent, and then 
there muſt be ſome remembrance had for their ware« 
houſe, the Church, th- Monaſterie, ſomganniverſarie 
foundation, or ſome teſtamentall donation, or ſuch like, 
for they will not depart the place, without ſome bootie, 
or elſe the parties are preſentlie heretiquesand Zathe- 
rancs. And God knowes what trecheries , what falfities, 
yea, what imeere cooſenages day by day they commit & 
carie,from the houſes,the farmilies, or the children, ſome- 
what muſt be had, and it mnſt be good, &in good men- 
ſure too, for their demaunds mult be anſwered, 

If any young people marrie, theſe Merchants muſt 
comethether, to vilite the bed of the married couple. 
| If awomanlyein childbed , our Merchants are not 
long thence, there they mull feaſt, and part with monie 
coo like Minſtrelles. In breefe, be it death, or be itin life, 
all helpeth till eo maintaine their markets, there is neuer 
vacation, or interim of their trafficquing . Nay, much 
worlle matter befide , which modelt eares would tingle 
fo heare, hardly is my match of marriage, eſpeciallic if it 
bee where they may preſume: but the poore damoſell 
ſtands to the mercie of their luſt, vnder that curſled and 
cunning cloake of ſhrift, and ſome will not ſtick to make 
vaunt thereof,and (if it fir their turne) they will keepe the 
marriage of fo long as they hiſt, and liue as though they 
might commaundit. 

fo concluſion, it is to bee noted, that amongſt this 
great cohort of Merchants, yec hauc two ſeuerall ſorts, 
notwithſtanding they live all by the impuritie of this li- 
bertic: the one fort, they gouerne their cauſe by crofle 
andrude tirannie, the other, only by ſmooth-faccd hipo- 
criſie. The firſt are they, that openly do corpell the peo- 
ple, to buy cheir Merchandiſes, without any helpe or re- 
medie : they muſt paſſe along, or yee muſt be murdered 
or {laine by them ,; or (at the leaſt) be excommunicated 

; 89 from 
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maſt, readic to all good, and refiſting againſt all euill,even 
to your vitermolt power, in regard of the cauſes good- 
nes, for to you hath God committed it, and he onely can 
exalt or depriue yec,both of life heere, and that to come: 
for you may be well aſſured, that if you labour to honor 
+ him, he will honour you, if you exalt his truth, hee will 


exalt you forit. . 
Proucr,.8, By wiſedome doth Kingt raigne, and Princes decree or or- 
If. der inftice : and the contempt of the diuine wiſcdome, is 


the cauſe of all cuills, both vpon Kings, Princes, Nobles, 
countries & nations, as may be apparantly noted in Da- 
».King.24. wid, Sa/omon, Exechias, Rechab, CManaſſes and others. 
2.Kg3. 11- For no man ought to be affraide, in aduauncing the ho- 
nor of God, asthe fillic Zedekiah was , dreading more 
| the Princes of Iuda and Ierufalem, then the living God, 
Tere. 32-8. and giving no credit to the councell of good /cremie, 
Ieree39- Which Zedechiah ſoone after found(neverthelefle)to be 
notrue, cucn all that the Prophet had faid vnto him, 
and ſo became deprived of the good which he had pro= 
poſed to him. For it is not in the power of men, to bee- 
Dan.2.44- reaue Kings of their Crownes , but it appertaincth to 
Rom-3.12-" God only,who transferreth Kingdomes as himſclfe plea» 
ſeth: if then he ſtand for you,who ſhall be againſt you? 

Oh that you were ſo prompt and vigilant, to cauſe & 
procure the honor of God, as theſe couetous Merchants 
are readic and dilhgent, in following their affaires, nar- 
rowle looking that nothing may eſcape them: Oh then 

it were a happie caſe, and all would goe well. 
Of their ſtudie and dilligence we neede not to ſpeake, 
encric one ſees it , they have an hundred eyes euermore 
watching, euen as the Cat doth for the Mice : never did 
Argus or lanus looke more perſeAtly, both before & be- 
hind them, there they doe. If the bells ſound in any place 
(as themſelues ſay} then theſe nimble gallants ſtirre and 
run for-an Obit ; but God knowes it is for no meane 

rouender. 
It cze Maiſter or Miſtreſle of any houſe be fick =_ 
| uidc 
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vided they haue any riches at all , for of poore beggers 
there is no reckoning) and that there be anylikely-hood 
of death : theſe Merchants are not long abſent, and then 
there muſt be ſome remembrance had for their ware« 
houſe, the Church, th- Monaſterie, ſomganniverſarie 
foundation, or ſome teſtamentall donation, or ſuch like, 
for they will not depart the place, without ſome bootie, 
or elſe the parties are preſenthe heretiquesand Zathe- 
ranes. And God knowes what trecheries , what falfities, 
yea, what imeere cooſenages day by day they commit & 
carie,from the houſes,the families, or the children,ſome- 
what muſt be had, and it mnſt be good, & in good mea- - 
ſure coo, for their demaunds muſt be anſwered, | 
If any young people marrie, theſe Merchants muſt 
comethether, to vilite the bed of the married couple. 
| If awomanlyein childbed , our Merchants are not 
long thence, there they mult feaſt, and part with monie 
too like Minſtrelles. In breefe, be it death, or be itin hfe, 
all helpeth till to maintaine their markets, there is neuer 
vacation, or interim of their trafhicquing . Nay, much 
worlle matter beſide , which modelt cares would tingle 
fo heare, bardly is my match of marriage, eſpeciallic if it 
bee where they may preſume: but the poore damoſell 
ſtands to the mercie of their luſt, vnder that curſſed and 
cunning cloake of ſhrift, and ſome will not ſtick ro make 
vaune thereof,and (if it fit their turne) they will keepe the 
marriage of ſo long as they liſt, and liue as though they 
might commanndit, 
fo concluſion, it is to bee noted, that amongſt this 
great cohort of Merchants, yec baue two ſeuerall ſorts, 
notwithſtanding they live all by the impuritie of this li- 
bertic: the one ſort , they gouerne their cauſe by crofle 
andrude tirannie, the other, only by ſmooth-faccd hipo- 
crifie. The firſt are they, that openly do compell the peo- 
ple, to buy cheir Merchandiſes, without any helpe or re- 
medie : they muſt paſſe along, or yee muſt be murdered 
or {laine by them , or (at the leaſt) be excommunicated 
5 from 
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from their Sinagogue. | ' 

The other hauc no lefle vſurped by fuch power of 
commanding, and yet haue attained thereto by another 
kind of meanes, to wit, by apparance of pouertie, cary- 
ing wallets gn their necks, feigning ſuch a ſimple cere« 
monie of diſlembling,8& euen made a vertue (as it were) 
of creeping cunning, like vnto the Scribes, Saduces and 
Phariſhes, making a very fale of themſelues. Sometimes 
they would giue away their owne garments to the diſca- 
ſed, pretending,no meane ſanAtitie : who ( notwithſtan- 
ding) hauc afterward beene paide a hundred fold for it, 
thus caathey tell (without ſo much as meerly touching) 
ſubtilly to trade and commerce their merchandiſe. 

Then theſe hypocrites haue beene ſcene ducking and 
bowing downe their heads inthe high waies, chaunting 
and warbling, yea, becing Merchants of their own good 
works and merrits, asif they hadthem to ſel] eo others, 
And publiquely it is giuen forth tobe vnderſtood, that 
the friendes and benefaours to their Orders, by the mi- 
rits of theſe holy Fathers, haue gained Paradiſe. Thus 
ſtick not they to ſet aſtaine vppon faith, drive the moſt 
holy name of Chriſt Iefus into darknes, and openly blaf- 
pheme the grace and mercy of our Lord God: which is 
neuer to be conquered by worke or merit, for then grace 
were not grace. Neuerthelefſe,by ſuch lyes and exquiſite 
fitions, theſe arrogant, ſuperſtitious, groſſc-headed tru- 
ants, and miſerable gutlings, traine vp in, and nouriſh 
poore ſimple people. 

I may well tearme them miſerable, for on the carth ne- 
ner were any people,in al degrees more vile & wretched: 
they disfigure & teare their feſh, they buffet their faces, 


and torment their whole bodies, toappeare to the world . 


what they are not, yet to avouch their.villany , they wili 
not fticke to damne themſelues. And if at any time they 
ſee a young child, (provided he be of rich and good pa» 
rents) they will labour all they may that he ſhall be bird- 
limed, and got into their brotherhood , to bee made like 
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of Popiſh Prieſtes, | 
onto themſelves. Toſuch people, Teſus Chriſt himſelfe 
gives a malediftion, when he ſaith . Wor be vnto you Hy- Math.1$, 
poerits , for you compaſſe Sea and land , to make one of your 15. 
profeſſion : and when he is made, yee make hum wo fold more 
the child of hell, then your ſelues. | 
Behold their ioy and conſolation, in drawing any one 
to be of their condition : becauſe it is moſt certaine, that 
the conſolation of the wicked is, to haue ſuch as them. Conſolatis 
ſelues are. That which I ay, is true, nor isitſpoken with crorum- 
any affection or deſire to ay fo : but to the end, that of 
ſuch wpoſtures, (that ſeeme outwardlie to bee fimple 
ſheepe,but mwardly are fonle rauening Woolnes ) the flock Math. 7.15. 
of Chriſt Ieſus, which are among them(for vndoabtedly 
there be ſome) by the aſliſtance of the great Sheepheard, 
may be defended and delinered. And that of all ſuch as 
are in errour and darkneſſe , it may bee intirely verified, 
which Saint Perey ſaith of them. Yee wereias ſheepe poing a« 
ſtray , but are now returned to the Sheepbeard and Biſhop of 
Jorr ſoules. 

Now in this caſe we neede not dwell vppon the great- 
neſle of their number or multitude;ctheir riches & power: 
for itis much better to heare one ole ficheas, then the , x;i,o, 2. 
fourc hundred falſe Prophets : one only E444, then all :.Kings. 18, 
the facrifiſers to Baah: the good and fillie Simeon, and Ay- Chap. 9. 
"a the auncient widdowe, then che Pharifies, Sacrificers, -ukK<-*+ 
Scribes and DoRours,that(of Gods houſe) have made a 
denne of murderers and theeues:. The ſuccefſoursof 
whom, I hope the Lord God will ſhortly make knowne 
to all Kings and Princes, and other Lords of power and 
authoritie : tothe end they-may remedie.and prouide, ſo 
thatthe vengeance of God doo-not elſe fall vporr their 
people, and whole lands together. ' | 

For ſo many ſubtilties have they rum thorow , as is im- 
poſlible to be vitered : witnefle the falſe and counterfeit 
fpirit, that about ſome nine or ten yeares ſince, was wali- 
ciouſly, yet cunningly invented'among the pray Fryers 
of Ear:nx, in their owne Coucnt* and now newlie, a» 
yeare 


1.Pet.2. 25. 
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yeare ſince, the very like deuilrie, by the gray Fryers © 
Orleazence, to the great ſcandale, not only of this King- 
dome, but hikewiſe of all other nations. And being a mat= 
ter of it (elfe ſo euident, fo common, and notorious to all 
men of wiſdome and iudgement, to ſpeake any more 
thereof at this inſtant , I torbeare : expeRing when ſuch 
raſtice will be inflited, as may ſerve for an example to 
the whole world, For, if we ve to puniſh ſome perticu- 
ler perſon, for follic or a ſmall offence commuted : how 
much more then ought Hypocrits tobe ſcucrhe chafh- 
ſed, that (vnder the cloke and ſemblaunce of holines) a- 
bufe poore people, to the great blaſpheming of God, & 
defamation-of their neighbour? Let all che world then 
hold it for aſſurance, that if iaſtice doo notrender ſuch 
correion,as thertorightlic gppercaineth: the Lord God 
will infl1& ſuch a terrible vengeaunce,as tlic whole frame 
of the carth will tremble at, 

In lke manner, the deceipt and great abuſe, which 
men of the ſame qualitic committed in England, by their 
holy Saint ee, was there any that knew _ to thinke 
of it? Moreover, what ſhall one ſay of the 4f;ſerere, or 
Uade in _ , which ſuch di{ſembling Hypocrits , with 
hollow fighes, halfc broken harts in appearaunce, and 
counterke it teares, can well tell (ſometimes) how to 
let come from themſclues, to be rid ont of all daunger, 
when they ſtand in feare to be deteted and accuſed? Oh 
wickednes, oh bold faced impudence, able to oucrreach 
and beguile very wiſe indgements, 

There are a thouſand other things wherof I could tru« 
ly make deliverie:but the rather I abſtaine & deſiſt fro lo 
doing, as fearing to ſcandalize the weake and infirme. 


Hauing then faid ſomewhat , concerning theſe craftie 


Foxes, and cauteous Merchants, with whom alſo I cou- 

&! both Hermits and Wood: walkers: it were as neede- 
full I thinke , toſpeake of another great troupe of Mere 
chants, as cunning, or more skilfull then theſe commer- 


ecrs: who name clucs ſhe-Munks, Nunnes , Re- 
clules, 


Yo 
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of Popiſh Prieſtes. | 
cluſes, Raile-wearers, Religious women, Chanonneſſes, Wean« 
lings from the world,Siſters, Gods daughters, Repentants, & a 


number more of like vermine: but I reſcrue theſe kinds of holi- 


nes, till ſorwe more apt and better beſeeming ſeaſon. Yet not- 
withſtanding, it ſhall not be amiſſe to note and remember,that 
there are two ſorts of theſe Repentants: ſome,withoutthe ver- 
tue,caric only the name,& before they can be recciued into the 
Siſterly conſort, it is neceſſarily required (vnder your fauour) 
that they ſhould have firſt played at our French game of Na- 
et. Others, have not the name, neither is it requiſite, before 
eheir entertainment into the eſtate, & albeit they haue exerciſed 
the former game, yet they are ſayd then to betruly yepentanr, 
they are haruly ſorrowfully,&can afford to be capfwes,impri- 
foned, detained & faſt lock vp, without ay ſuch deſeruing : 
et ſuddenly are not aſhamed, to be eaſily induced to any li- 
COS . For ths time, I commit all to the cenſure of the wile, & 
faithfull loucrs of truch, who I humbly entreat,to encreaſe am- 
plific & dilate on that, which I hauc ſ@rawly &breefely runne 
thorow,yet would haue gon further, but1 feared to offend the 
Reader,by my rough & barſh ſtile, Tt ſoffiſeth me,tohane any 
way diſcoucred the euill chat ſo wounds vs, to giue only occa- 
fron therby,to people of vertuous delires,to confider more vp- 
on it hereafter: finally hoping,by the goodnes of the Father of 
al mercies,for ſome gracious deliverance. And that of his grace 
he wil free vs, from the darknes of errours,falſheod,idolatry & 


infidelity, whereinto weare moſt miſerably falne : becavſe we 


haucleft his pure & holy word,to follow our owne oppinions 


and fooliſh fantaſies. 
For ſatan the tempter,the enemy to our faluation,by deceipt, 


bath transformed himelfe into an Angel! of light , and vnder the * 


ſhaddow & couller of truth, continually would withſtand the 


2.Cor. 
1.14. 


will of God. As, among other things,fo is it certaine concer- x... 
ning the body of Mo1/er,which was buried by God:but no man ;,.c. 


knoweth of his ſepulcher unto this day. N euertheleſle,the deuil la- 


boured to haue it knowne & reucaled : but the Angel of God Jude. 
reliſted him, invoking againſt him the power of the Lord. For 2.5- 


queltionleſle,the falſe Serpent would haue abuſed the body,& 


a made- - 
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made the bones of the holy Prophet as reliques,therby to have 
raiſed ſome new place of deuotion, ſome goodly pilgrimage, 
or ſome new ſtrange fantaſticke kind of ſeruing God, contra. 
rie cothat which himſelfe hath commaunded. Which the fol- 
lowing Prophets ſhould hardly have reproued and condem- 
ned, without great paine & penaltie: in regard of his great exe 
cellence and ſanftitie, by whom God had done ſuch meruai. 
lous works. For fooliſh men, doe regard the workes of the 
Saints ſo much,as they forget him that(ky them) did performe 
them indeed. Aſſuredly,vnder{ſuch cullour & wel-ſceming ap- 
parance, the deuill would haue mightily prevailed and trium- 
phed : even as ſince then he hath done, & day by day attaines 
ynto in very-many places. As appeares by S. Reward at Paris : 
the [acobines God at Berne : S Dolme in Brie : our Lady of 
Loretta at Biſors, and infinite other abuſes. Alas, what horror 
is come vpon the vniuerſall world by this meanes ? and what 
maſle of goods, gold & filuer, haue theſe Merchants brought 
in to themſelues, by this falſe backe doore ? 

Where is the hart, that euer could conceive, or the tongue 
that knew how to declare,all the veyages, all the ſaluage newe 
ilgrimages, which (one after another) haue beene invented ? 
here are ſo many kinds of Saints, as of people and beaſts : as 
S. Loy for horſes, S. « Fnthony for Swine: S. Luke for Oxen : 
S, Tohn for Lambes : S. Hubert for doggs : one for Goates,an- 

other for kine : S. Ferrio/ for Geeſe,and others for the reſt, 
Now concerning men and women , there is a great plants- 
tion made of the, for there is not a member belonging to the 
body, nor any maladic hapning to men, butit hath a Saintlike 
medicine. S, lob (which was neuer heard of ) heales the great 
and ſmall Poxe: S. eFpokne the toothach : S. Luintine the 
cough. There are many bake of Agues, and indeede fuch 8 
number of them, as they are great hinderance one to another, 
S. {tare helpes the diſcaſe of ſore eyes: S. Avertine the head- 
ake, but onely in women. S. {ain healeth ſcabs,but firſt of all 
ke is a breeder of beggers. Some there are (IleaveS. Gy/-s in 
Conflantinople,) that can $kill of getting women with child, or 
cauſe them to conceiue : of ſuch Saints, cnow are to be found 
among 
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among the (ordehers, or gray Fryers, and other luſtie Munks, 
S. Margaret helps the Gout,when ſhec is giuen to vnderſtand 
thereot. One findes out loſt things : one ſerues for going; an 
other for returning : one ſerues for beginning of matters, ano- 
ther for ending them : neuer were ſo many workmen ſeene, 
nor euer did any man come into ſuch a Faire. 

But aboue all them that one would beſt thinkeon, there is 
no one ſo lively andiolly as S. Mathwrine, I can beſt deſcribe 
you this Arch-ſinger, by fuch comon phraſe as we vſc of him 
whom we ſee very lively and pleaſantly diſpoſed, wee ay this, 
His head i full of iolly Robbins. Now for ought I ſee, there are 
few but may make a voyage to this merry Greeke : and I am 
of the minde,chat all ſuch as find their heads.crazed and out of 
teper, they were beſt to let him hauc the kembing & currying 
of thew, God knowes how they will be guided elſe, for a A4+- 
ſerere of theſe holy Fathers will hardly then help them. 

Laſt of all (in charitie) Irecommend to theſe diſcipliners & 
ſcourdgers, all thoſe that henceforth ſhall be ſo angry, for yee 
ſhall neuer ſee one in that anger, but he may be iultly taxed of 
folly. Wherefore, whoſoever it be, I entreat hee might be well 
laſhed, and layd on after the beſt manner, to the end hee may 
brag of the greater ioy thereby, and let chem that whipe him, 
drinke wine well for their labour. Wasit nota good almes,to 
haue one of theſe gallants (in meere charitie) well whipt, that 
tearmed himſelfe an Amner, I know not whether hee were of 
Nice, or of any other place, but ſome 3, yeeres ſince,or there a» 
' bout, in the goodly Cittic of Abbemi/e, hee walkt the round a» 
mong the reſt ofthe Whippers. And the better to declare this 
deceit, you muſt noate, that when the Queene made her en- 
trance into the ſaid Cittie, hee made haſt to get in before her 
comming, determining there to aduaunce himſelfe, chat is, to 
ſhew of whence he was. For on a day, after he had ſaid Maſle, 
m the Church which they call S. 7//fra», hee plaide his gam- 
balds vnder the whip,and euen like a Tumbler,let himfelfe fall 
downe,feigning aſuddaine rapture, or, as if he ſaw ſome cele- 
ft:all viſion. Soone after,this honeſt Domine,would needs per- 
{wade the ſimple by-(tanders, that hee had ſcene the virgine 
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Mary accompanied with ſome other Saints, as S. Petey and S, 
Paule, who had revealed to him ſome dinine ſecrets. Now this 
was the rather publiſhed for truth, by the ſupporters of his c6- 
dition, I meane the valiant pillers of the Church. Albeit it was 
altogether a lic and fable, as the man himſclfe afterward con- 
feſled; ſaying : thar he did this deniſe tono other end, but one= 
ly to be thought the holyer man, and that his words might be 
the better credited, 

Behold the inuention of a worſhipfull workman, that feared 
not to licand offend God grieuouſly,by mocking, to accom« 
pliſh his @wne idle fantaſtc. S. Paul hath expreſly written,that 
the truth o&, God hath no need of curlying,& that we ſhould 
neuer do cuil/ro-have good cnſue thereby : but what do ſuch 
people care for S. Pau! & his writing ? Whetfore, ſuch a com- 

anion, aboue all thereſt, like a foole as hes, and all ſuch like 
kim, ſhould be ſent to good S. Aatharine, and there,as a holy 
body be ably relecued,, merily curried, walked , whipt, and 
laſhed, to let him vnderſtand, that this it is to be cither a foole, 
or a wiſeman, eſpecially in matters ef ſuch weight, For above 
all follies that one can doe, fay, or thinke, the greateſt of all is, 
when a man will thus counterfeit in things belonging to God. 
Oh how the world hath beene im-times paſt and yet is poyſo- 
ned with great errors of ſuch wretches and falſe ſeducers ! 

T here be alfo many other Saints befide, for ſundry occupa- 
tions, every one buſied in his owne imployment. S. Cri/p::: 
makes ſhooes : S. Roch keepes the reckoning: S. Comme hea- 
kth hurts and wounds: S. Twesfernes proceſſe or ſcirations : 
S. Henoriug cures the wormes : one rides on horſebacke, ano- 
ther goes on foote : one is [tark naked, the other well clothed, 
beyond all compaſſe is it to fpeake of them all. Wherefore 1 
will defer my purpoſe therein till ſome other time, awayting 
on the Lords good leyſure: whoſe name be evermore exalted, 
Praiſed and magnified, with his onely beſt beloved Sonne our 
Sauiour Iefus Chriſt , who by his blood cleanſed vs from all; 
our ſinnes : his name be eternally bleſſed: world: without end, 
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